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THE CREATION OF A CULTURE. 

 
Make your 
child gets a 
nutritious 
breakfast and 
lunch. 
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GLENDALE UNION 

 Skills USA - GUWeld-

ing chapter just complet-
ed a custom fabrication 
and installation of a 10' 
custom Archway to the 
entrance of Greenway 
High School. Students 
designed, planned, fabri-
cated and finished, and 
then did all the site work 
for campus modifica-
tions and installa-
tion. Students logged 
over 300 clock hours on 
the project fabrication 
and 120 clock hours for 
installation. CHS 40' 
archway is currently be-
ing completed now and 
is set for installation by 
the end of this month.  

 National Honor Society 
(NHS) requires their  
members to acquire 30 
volunteer hours a year 
with at least nine of those 
hours in tutoring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ROTC organizes the 
Cortez Blood Drive three 
times a year. They also 
help with most school 
activities and take part in 
all major events on cam-
pus, including Open 
House, Future Freshman 
Night, events in the audi-
torium, and color guard 
for all Football games.  

 

 Spurs keep score at all 
Cortez Wrestling home 
meets and also volunteer 
over 50 hours a year (per 
Spur) keeping score at the 
East Valley Conference 
Junior High Tournament, 
Sunnyslope Frosh/JV 
tournament,  sectional 
tournament at Youngkers, 
and the State Wrestling 
Tournament for the Ari-
zona Interscholastic As-
sociation in Prescott. 

 

 STUCO holds a year ly 
canned food drive to help 
our own Cortez commu-
nity.  This year they will 
also organize a fundraiser 
in December for Make a 
Wish Foundation. These 
students not only help all 
around campus (i.e. regis-
tration, campus tours), 
but all students are re-
quired to do community 
service at a location of 
their choice.   

Everyone knows Cortez has class. 
But C.L.A.S.S. also represents our 
vision. 
 
 
Cortez Vision 
 
Cor tez High School believes in 
Lifelong Learning 
Academic Excellence 
Strength of Character  
Service for  Others 
 
 
The last S stands for Service for 
Others. Helping others does not 
just build character and aid the 
school and community; it also 
helps the one giving service. Stud-
ies have shown many social, emo-
tional and physical benefits related 
to volunteering.   

Some Benefits of  
Volunteering 

 
 Improves self esteem 
 Becomes more optimistic 
 Gives a sense of purpose and a 

sense of belonging to the com-
munity 

 Gains a greater appreciation for 
what one has 

 Decreases stress 
 Enhances the immune system 

 Lowers head and back aches,  
      depression, and high blood        
      pressure 

 Increases life expectancy 
 

Helpers High 
Helping others actually produces 
the same chemicals in the brain that 
causes pleasure and happiness. Psy-
chologists named this feeling 
“helper’s high.” 

The Cortez High School communi-
ty had the opportunity to produce 
the happy chemicals during our 
Cortez Hurricane Relief Fundrais-
er. September 6-15, students filled 
our many containers on campus 
with money to give to those affect-
ed by Hurricane Harvey and Irma. 
The school raised $1,000.00. The  

 

 
Make sure your 
child is getting 
dropped off/ 
picked up in the 
right place. 
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Students at-
tendance is key 

for their suc-
cess and it’s 
required. 
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Mr. Sampson 
explains Cor-
tez’s core val-
ue. 
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8828 N 31st Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85051  

Public Notification of Nondiscrimination 
Annual Public Notification of Nondiscrimination Glendale Union High 
School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, age or disability in admission to its programs, services or 
activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect of 
their operations. GUHSD provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other 
designated youth groups. GUHSD Career & Technical Education Depart-
ment does not discriminate in enrollment or access to any of the programs 
available, such as business, applied technology, FACS, nursing, and fire 
science. The lack of English language skills shall not be a barrier to 
admission or participation in the district’s activities and programs. GUHSD 
does not discriminate in its hiring or employment practices. This notice is 
provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990. Questions, complaints or requests for additional 
information regarding these laws may be forwarded to the designated 
compliance coordinator(s), call 623-435-6006 or 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43 
Ave., Glendale, AZ 85301 
 
Notificación Pública Anual de No Discriminación: 
El Glendale Union High School District (GUHSD) no discrimina en base a 
raza, color, nacionalidad, género, edad, o discapacidad de admisión a sus 
programas, servicios, o actividades, en acceso a ellas, en el tratamiento a 
individuos, o en ningún aspecto de sus operaciones.  GUHSD provee el 
acceso igual a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos designados para los jóvenes. El 
departamento de Educación Técnica y de Carreras de GUHSD no discrimina 
en su matriculación ni en el acceso a cualquier de sus programas disponibles, 
como negocios, la tecnología aplicada, FACS, enfermería, y formación para 
bomberos. La falta de habilidades con el inglés no será una barrera a la 
admisión ni la participación en las actividades del distrito y sus programas. 
GUHSD tampoco discrimina en sus contratos o prácticas de empleados. Esta 
noticia es provista y requerida por el Título VI del Acto de Derechos Civiles 
de 1964, Sección 504 del Acto de Rehabilitación de 1973, Título IX de la 
Enmienda Educativa de 1972, en el Acto de Era de Discriminación de 1975, 
y el Acto de los Estadounidenses con Habilidades Diferenciadas de 1990.  
Ud. puede comunicarse con el coordinador de cumplimiento sobre preguntas, 
quejas, o para más información con respecto a estas leyes. Director de 

A proud member of the Glendale Union High School District 

Link leaders relinking with their 
Freshmen with ice cream. Link Crew 
help Freshmen to be successful in 
high school. 

CLASS Club’s commu-
nity service focuses on 
projects that impact our 
direct community.   
 

Girls Soccer helps with 
the ELL parent meetings. 
 

Link Crew guides the 
Freshmen’s transition to 
high school and helps 
make their year success-
ful. Link leaders are as-
signed Freshman to help 
them academically and 
socially throughout the 
year. 
 

Math Club tutors stu-
dents in Math and organ-
izes the Freshmen Focus 
Friday. 
 
 

National Hispanic Hon-
or Society tutors stu-
dents in Spanish and 
French and volunteers at 
other community events. 
 

Library Service Student, Yvette Mi-
randa Velasco, gathered all the 
hurricane fund collection. Notice 
the smile and the “helper’s high.” 

NHS tutors at Alta Vista Ele-
mentary throughout the year. 
(Pictured Adriana Quintero)



THE DO’S AND DON’T OF DROP 

Glendale Union High School 
District offers healthy meals 
every school day in compli-
ance with the Healthy, Hunger
-Free Kids Act of 
2010.  Breakfast costs $1.50; 
lunch costs $3.00. Ala Carte 
options are also available for 
purchase.  MyPaymentsplus 
(https://
www2.mypaymentsplus.com/
welcome) is an online appli-
cation that allows parents to 
pay for meals, view cafeteria 
purchases, receive low bal-
ance alerts, or enroll in au-
topay. Students are allowed to 
charge up to $9 without ade-
quate funds on account. 
 

GUHSD also participates in 
the National School Lunch 
and School Breakfast Pro-
grams which allows for stu-
dents who qualify to receive 
meals at a discounted 
rate.  Students may quali-
fy based on household size 
and income. Please contact 
Mary Perez (623) 435-6040 or 
your school’s cafeteria office 
if you have questions regard-
ing eligibility. 

 
 
funds went to Direct Relief, GlobalGiving, Houston Food 
Bank, and the Houston SPCA. A heartfelt thank you to all those 
who participated. 
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Hello Cortez family!  My 
name is Leif Barsness and I 
am the Assistant Principal of 
Discipline and Attendance.  I 
am very excited for this 
school year, working with a 
great staff and playing an im-
portant role in helping all of 
our students be successful. 
The key to your child’s suc-
cess in school starts with at-
tendance.  It is extremely im-
portant that our students are 
here on time, every day, and 
ready to learn.  The Glen-
dale Union High School Dis-
trict attendance policy states 
that students are allowed a 
combination of 12 absences 
and/or tardies per  semester  
before loss of credit eligibil-
ity.  Parents/guardians are 
notified when students reach  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 and 8 absences, and parents 
can also track attendance 
through ParentVUE.  Please 
help to ensure that your stu-
dent is here every day, but if 
an absence is necessary, be 
sure to contact the attendance 
office at 623-915-8201 or 623
-915-8211. 
 
Throughout the school year, 
please do not hesitate to con-
tact me.  I look forward to a 
great year here at Cortez! 
 

Welcome to a new school year at Cortez High School. 
Our vision for staff and students is to strive for excel-

lence in teaching and learning and to meet the challenges 
of life and develop our individual 
potential. To achieve this, we focus 

on the core values of Lifelong 

Learning, Academic Excellence, 

Strength of Character, and Ser-

vice for Others. It is our  belief 
that through instilling these values 

in our students through instruction, 
team building, modeling and group 
interaction, the students of Cortez 

will be prepared to face the chal-
lenges that may confront them.  

In preparing students to be Lifelong Learners, we are 
enabling students the ability to reason, inquire, analyze, 

problem solve, and develop the desire to learn more. For 
students to meet their Academic Excellence, they are 
challenged each day to meet their potential and do their 

best, always being encouraged to “Win the Day”.  When 
they don’t meet their goals, we have supports such as 
Academic Enrichment and 8th hour to help the students 

understand and get back on track. Additionally, there is a 
learning center with adult instructional aides and tutors 
available before school starting at 7:OO AM and after 

school from 2:40-3:50 PM to help students with any of 
their academic needs.  

We work with the students in developing a Strength of 

Character by working and modeling 
self-advocacy, reliability, timeliness, 
courtesy, and responsibility, just to men-

tion a few characteristics.  

To have Service for Others, we work for 
the students to become aware and in-
volved with helping those around them 

and their community. This may simply be 
picking up trash left behind, helping 
someone in need, or taking the initiative 

to improve something in their community. All of this 
can only be accomplished if we work in partnership 
with you, the parent. We need to work together to help 
your child, our Cortez student, be the best they can be. 

One useful tool that can assist you in this partnership is 
using ParentVue. This computer program allows you 
to be informed about grades, absences, missing work, 

as well as a means to communicate with the teachers. 
If you have not yet activated your ParentVue account, 
please contact the school at (623) 915-8205, and we 

will help get you setup. Together, we will help all stu-
dents at Cortez be the best they can be. 

Please do not drop off or pick up your child at the parking lot on 31st 

Avenue.  It creates unsafe conditions for  our  students as they 

enter and exit campus, and it also creates congestion for parked cars 
needing to leave.  We appreciate your cooperation in adhering to 
these procedures in order to keep our campus safe for our kids. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

Please, drop off/pick up your child at the 
parking lot off Dunlap Avenue near the gate 

between the cafeteria and the auditorium. 

Starting immediately, all parents of students who want to 
try out for a Cortez High School sport must register on  
https://registermyathlete.com/. RegisterMyAthlete is de-
signed to streamline the process of student/athlete registration 
for students, parents, coaches, and school administrators. If you 
have any questions, call the athletic office 623-915-8246. For 
more information on clearing students to play, go to http://
www.guhsdaz.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_754536/File/
Athletics/Athletic%20Clearance.pdf 

CLASS Club is organizing our 
teams and clubs to host Trunk and 
Treat for  the elementary stu-
dents from our feeder schools. 

 

Do you have an elementary stu-
dent? Come on over  to the 31st 
Ave. parking lot October 21, 
4:30PM-6:00PM. Free Admis-
sion; however, donating canned 
foods would be greatly appreciat-
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